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IDEA DAY MESSAGE 2023

As a young girl | have always believed that the twenty-first century will bring wisdom and harmony to the
world. That humanity would have learnt its lesson from the devastating wars of the twentieth century. In my
own lifetime, | have experienced what it means to live in crises and war, in the wars in Yugoslavia in the
nineties. Somehow the hope was that we would, as a civilization, become wiser and nobler in this new era.

What we are encountering in the last few yearsis an escalation of violence, tragedy, horrific atrocities,
migration, all happening as a consequence of wars in Ukraine, Ethiopia, Syria, Palestine, Afghanistan,and
so many places in the world. The war industry seems to be the only industry that is blossoming. And what
is even more devastating is that profit seems to be behind many of the things that are happening, not even
power, colonization, conquering, but just money and profit.

On the other hand nature seems to be rebelling. The earthquakes, floods, tornados, global warming and
catastrophes. Nature has been fed up with the way humans are mistreating it for so many decades.

Sometimes we feel helpless in this situation. Sometimes we remain speechless, paralyzed, afraid.

I have no recepie of what to do in the global geopolitical sphere. What | can offer is the example of what
was happening in my country, and my city, Belgrade, in those years of hardship. In the Center for Culture
~otari Grad“ a group of artists collected under the initiative of Ljubica Beljanski Risti¢, one of the founders of
CEDEUM, to offer a safe haven for many children and youngsters. They did drama and dance workshops
and even worked during the NATO bombing of Belgrade and Serbia. This small island of hope helped
these young people safely transcend this period filled with stress and distress. Many of them became
established artists and important creators of the cultural and artistic life of Belgrade.

What we must never forget is that we have a powerful tool in our hands, a skill that can transform us into
everything and anything we want, and this is theatre and drama. To act is to be active, to do, to move, to
speak out, to try out different scenarios for the future. In the process of creating in the theatre/drama
education world, we learn steps of becoming better versions of ourselves, we try to, in this process also
change the world around us.
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We as drama teachers and pedagogues, are the beacon of light and hope in dark times. We must never
give in to hopelessness, helplessness and despair. What we do, and how we deal with things is an
example for the children, young people, seniors, whom we work with.

In our spaces, classrooms, drama studios, we must be able to create these small oases of meaningful
existence, of the vision of a better future, of solidarity and support for each other. This is why | called a
series of workshops | did: ART NEST. What we create is a warm nest of understanding, but also of
challenging and strengthening the young people to take flight by themselves. To learn to fly, despite the
dark clouds, thunder and hard rain that fall on us sometimes.

We in the IDEA board look into the future with optimism, sure that next year’'s IDEACongress in Beijing,
China, will bring us all together, and allow us to have a first hand glimpse of the important steps that are
happening, with the implementation of drama education in the school curriculum in this great country. This
will be an opportunity to meet Chinese drama educators, to also meet each other from the international
community , and present and share our work and expertise. As this will be a blended Congress, many can
also join us though different online platforms that will be provided for the Congress.

| believe we can change the world by doing what we do best, and that we can learn so much from each
other. Exchange is important, and we can inspire each other, and bring new tendencies in drama/theatre
education to our own countries and spaces where we work. Our Congresses have always been the best
place for all of this.So hopefully we will meet in Beijing next July.

IDEA will celebrate IDEA Day in the form of an online Webinar dedicated to the theme of Drama/Theatre
Education for Peace. Let us all see and hear how we can contribute with our work to the important and

essential field of peace education through drama and theatre.

I will end with a quote from an exceptional man, who showed that change can be done in a non-violent
way, Mahatma Gandhi:

.In a gentle way, you can shake the world.”

Sanja Krsmanovi¢ Tasi¢, IDEA President
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IDEA GUNU MESAJI 2023

Geng bir kiz olarak her zaman yirmi birinci ylizyilin diinyaya bilgelik ve uyum getirecegine inandim. insanlik
bana gore yirminci yuzyilin yikici savaslarindan dersini almis olacakti. Kendi hayatimda, doksanli yillarda
Yugoslavya'da gerceklesen savaslarda, kriz ve savas icinde yasamanin ne demek oldugunu tecrtbe ettim.
Bir sekilde umudum, uygarlik olarak bu yeni donemde daha bilge ve daha asil olacagimizdan yanaydi.

Bu umuda karsilik, son birkag yildir karsilastigimiz sey, Ukrayna, Etiyopya, Suriye, Filistin, Afganistan ve
dinyanin pek ¢ok yerindeki savaslarin bir sonucu olarak yasanan siddet, trajedi, korkung vahset ve gécin
artmasidir. Savas endustrisi gelismekte olan tek endustri gibi gériniyor. Ve daha da yikici olan, artik olan
biten pek ¢ok seyin ardinda glg, sdmirgelestirme, fethetme bile degil, sadece para ve karin yatiyor gibi
gorinmesidir.

Ote yandan doga isyan ediyor gibi gériiniiyor. Depremler, seller, hortumlar, kiiresel 1sinma ve felaketler...
Doga, insanlarin on yillardir kendisine koéti davranmasindan bikmis durumda.

Bazen bu durum kargisinda kendimizi ¢caresiz hissediyoruz. Bazen suskun kaliyoruz, fel¢ oluyoruz,
korkuyoruz.

Kuresel jeopolitik alanda ne yapilmasi gerektigi konusunda higbir fikrim yok. Ancak tlkemde ve sehrim
Belgrad'da o zor yillarda yasananlari 6érnek gosterebilirim. "Stari Grad" Kultir Merkezinde, CEDEUM'un
kurucularindan Ljubica Beljanski Risti¢'in girisimiyle bir grup sanat¢i bir araya gelerek ¢ok sayida ¢ocuk ve
gence guvenli bir siginak sundu. Drama ve dans atdlyeleri diuzenlediler ve hatta NATO'nun Belgrad ve
Sirbistan't bombalamasi sirasinda bile g¢alistilar. Bu kiigiik umut adasi, bu genglerin stres ve sikinti dolu bu
doénemi guvenli bir sekilde agmalarina yardimci oldu. Bu ¢ocuk ve genglerin birgogu taninmig sanatgilar ve
Belgrad'in kulturel ve sanatsal yasaminin dnemli yaraticilari haline geldi.

Asla unutmamamiz gereken sey, elimizde gugll bir araca, bizi istedigimiz her seye ama her seye
donuUsturebilecek bir beceriye sahip oldugumuz, bunun da tiyatro ve drama oldugudur. Rol yapmak; aktif
olmak, eyleme gegip yapmak, hareket etmek, konusmak, gelecek icin farkli senaryolar denemektir.
Tiyatro/dramanin diinyasina ait egitimlerin yaratma surecinde, kendimizin daha iyi versiyonlari olmanin
adimlarini 6greniriz, bu surecgte cevremizdeki dinyayi da degistirmeye calisiriz.
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Drama ogretmenleri ve pedagoglari olarak bizler, karanlik zamanlarda aydinligin ve umudun 1s1g1yiz.
Umutsuzluga, caresizlige ve caresizlige asla teslim olmamaliyiz. Ne yaptigimiz ve olaylarla nasil basa
ciktigimiz, birlikte ¢alistigimiz gocuklar, gengler ve yaslilar igin bir drnektir.

Mekanlarimizda, siniflarimizda, drama stlidyolarimizda, anlamli varolusun, daha iyi bir gelecek
vizyonunun, dayanismanin ve birbirimize destegin bu kii¢lk vahalarini yaratabilmeliyiz. Bu nedenle
yaptigim bir dizi atdlye ¢alismasina su adi verdim: SANAT YUVASI. Yarattigimiz sey sicak bir anlayis
yuvasi oldugu kadar, ayni zamanda gencleri kendi baslarina ugmalari igin zorlayan ve glglendiren bir
micadele yuvasidir. Bazen Gzerimize ¢oken kara bulutlara, gok guriltisine ve siddetli yagmura ragmen
ucmayi 6grenmek gerekir.

IDEA yonetim kurulu olarak gelecege iyimserlikle bakiyoruz. Gelecek yil Cin'in baskenti Pekin'de
dizenlenecek olan IDEA Dinya Kongresinin hepimizi bir araya getireceginden, bu biyuk tlkede okullarin
egitim programlarinda drama egitiminin yer almasiyla birlikte atilan 6nemli adimlari ilk elden gérmemizi
saglayacagindan eminiz. Bu, Cinli drama egitimcileriyle tanismak, ayni zamanda uluslararasi dramal/tiyatro
toplulugu Gyeleri olarak birbirimizle tanismak ve galismalarimizi, uzmanhdimizi sunmak, paylasmak igin bir
firsat olacaktir. Bu hibrit bir kongre olacagindan, bir¢ok kisi kongre icin yiz ylize katilim saglayabilecegi gibi
farkh ¢cevrimigi platformlar araciliiyla da bize katilabilir.

En iyi yaptigimiz seyi yaparak dinyayi dedistirebilecedimize ve birbirimizden ¢ok sey 6grenebilecegimize
inaniyorum. Degisim énemlidir, birbirimize ilham verebilir ve dramattiyatro egitiminde yeni egilimleri kendi
Ulkelerimize ve galistigimiz alanlara tasiyabiliriz. Kongrelerimiz tim bunlar icin her zaman en iyi yer
olmustur ve umarim énumuizdeki Temmuz ayinda Pekin'de bulusuruz.

IDEA, IDEA GuUnU'nu Baris icin Drama/Tiyatro Egitimi temasina adanmis ¢evrimigi bir Web Semineri
seklinde kutlayacak. Drama ve tiyatro yoluyla barig egitimine ¢alismalarimizla nasil katkida
bulunabilecegimizi hep birlikte gorelim, duyalim.

Degisimin siddet icermeyen bir yolla yapilabilecedini gosteren istisnai bir insandan, Mahatma Gandhi'den
bir alintiyla bitirecegim:

"Nazik bir sekilde dunyayi sarsabilirsiniz."

Sanja Krsmanovi¢ Tasi¢,IDEA Basgkani

Cevirenler: Dr. ihsan Metinnam & Dr. Zeki Ozen



